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Detailed Action 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §102 

1 . The following is a quotation of the appropriate paragraphs of 35 U.S.C. 1 02 that form the 
basis for the rejections under this section made in this Office action: 

(e) the invention was described in (1) an application for patent, published under section 122(b), by another filed 
in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent or (2) a patent granted on an application for 
patent by another filed in the United States before the invention by the applicant for patent, except that an 
international application filed under the treaty defined in section 351(a) shall have the effects for purposes of this 
subsection of an application filed in the United States only if the international application designated the United 
States and was published under Article 21(2) of such treaty in the English language. 

2. Claims (1-1 1 and 13) are rejected under 35 U.S.C. 102(e) as being anticipated by Gondek 
et ah US 2003/0026495 A 1 , hereinafter Gondek. 

Regarding claim 1 Gondek discloses an image processing system for generating a 
multidimensional adaptive oriented filter to be applied to the point intensities of an image formed 
in a number d of dimensions (see Gondek pars. 0016-0022), comprising: analyzing means 
comprising means (5, f.sub.i) to estimate at each image point a probability measure (F.sub.i) of 
the presence of a type of feature of interest and to determine from said probability measure a 
weighting control model (10) yielding a weighting control vector (11, V.sub.c) for the user to 
control synthesized adaptive kernels at each image point (see Gondek par. 0022); and 
synthesizing means for generating filter kernels at each image point adapted to the type of the 
features of interest, which filter kernels are controlled by the weighting control vector (see 
Gondek par. 0024-0027 and 0049). 



1 
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Regarding claim 2 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 1 , wherein the 
synthesizing means comprises means for generating: filtering means called M pre-mixing filtering 
means" comprising combining means (30, X.sub.H) dependent on the type of the image features 
having inputs for the weighting control vector (1 1, V.sub.c) and the image data [I(x)] and having 
an output for weighted adaptive kernels (35, H) adapted to the type of the image features to 
produce the filtered image signal [H(x)] (see Gondek par. 0026-0028). 

Regarding claim 3 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 1 , wherein the 
synthesizing means comprises means for generating: filtering means called "post-mixing filtering 
means" comprising both isotropic and anisotropic filtering means [15, g.sub.i)] applied 
independently of the type of the image features, whose outputs (G.sub.i) are combined at each 
image point and adapted using the weighting control vector (11, V.sub.c) to produce the filtered 
image signal [G(x)] (see Gondek par. 0024 for isotropic filters and par. 0025 for filters that 
behave anisotropicly, e.g. sharpen in one direction and smooth in the orthogonal direction). 

Regarding claim 4 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 1 , wherein the 
analyzing means comprises a number m of operators (f.sub.l, . . . , f.sub.i, . . . , f.sub.m), which 
outputs at each current point of the image a probability value (F.sub.l, . . . , F.sub.i, . . . , 
F.sub.m) of presence of features of interest among the m types of different features in the image 
to be filtered (see Gondek par. 0022-0028). 



J 
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Regarding claim 5 Gondek discloses The image processing system of claim 1, wherein the 
analyzing means comprises a combining operator (10, X.sub.u) , called user operator, which 
receives at its input the m probabilities (F.sub.l, . . . , F.sub.i, . . . , F.sub.m) of presence of 
different types of features for forming the weighting control model, which provides at its outputs 
the control vector (V.sub.c) of k components (C.sub.l, . . . , C.sub.i, . . . , C.sub.k), for 
controlling the adaptive kernels of the synthesized filters (see Gondek par. 0022-0028). 

Regarding claim 6 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 1, wherein the 
features of interest are chosen among anisotropic features and isotropic features (see Gondek par. 
0024 for isotropic filters and par. 0025 for filters that behave anisotropicly, e.g. sharpen in one 
direction and smooth in the orthogonal direction). 

Regarding claim 7 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 6, wherein the 
synthesizing means comprises, in the M pre-mixing filtering means", a combining operator (30, 
X.sub.H), which receives at its input, the control vector V.sub.c and the image data I(x) and 
which provides at its output an adaptive kernel (H) that is adapted to the orientation of the 
anisotropic oriented features and/or to the dimensions of the isotropic features to be filtered or 
enhanced by the weighting parameters defined by the control vector (V.sub.c) (see Gondek par. 
0022-0028). 

Regarding claim 8 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 6, wherein the 
synthesizing means comprises, in the "post-mixing filtering means", a number m of different 
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filtering means (g.sub.i, . . . , g.sub.i, . . . , g.sub.m), which are applied independently of the 
types of the features examined in the image, whose number m corresponds to the number m of 
features of different types to be processed and whose outputs (G.sub.l, . . . , G.sub.i, . . . , 
G.sub.m) are mixed in a combination operator (X.sub.G), which is controlled by the control 
vector (V.sub.c) to produce the filtered image signal [G(x)] (see Gondek par. 0022-0028). 

Regarding claim 9 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 8, wherein the 
combination operator (X.sub.G) is a weighted sum of the results of the different filtering means 
(g.sub.i, . . . , g.sub.i, . . . , g.sub.m) (see Gondek par. 0040-0042). 

Regarding claim 10 Gondek discloses the image processing system of claim 2, wherein a user 
control interface (158) is provided for the user to control the weighting parameters (C.sub.l, . . . , 
C.sub.i, . . . , C.sub.k) of the control vector (V.sub.c); for selecting the M pre-mixing filtering 
means" and/or the "post-mixing filtering means"; for varying the strength of filtering or 
enhancement related to the different type of features at the output of the combination operator 
(X.sub.G) while combining the results (G.sub.i, . . . , G.sub.i, . . . , G.sub.m) to produce the 
filtered image signal [G(x)] in the "post-mixing filtering means"; and/or at the input of the 
combination operator (X.sub.H) in the "pre-mixing filtering means" (see Gondek figure 3 and 
par. 0022-0028). 
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Regarding claim 1 1 Gondek discloses an image processing method for generating a 
multidimensional adaptive oriented filter to process image data, using a system as claimed in 
claim 1 (see Gondek par. 0016-0022, 0024-0027, and 0049). 

Regarding claim 13 Gondek discloses a computer program product comprising a set of 
instructions for carrying out the method as claimed in claim 1 1 (see Gondek par. 0016-0022, 
0024-0027, and 0049). 

Claim Rejections - 35 USC §103 

3. The following is a quotation of 35 U.S.C. 103(a) which forms the basis for all 
obviousness rejections set forth in this Office action: 

(a) A patent may not be obtained though the invention is not identically disclosed or described as set forth in section 
102 of this title, if the differences between the subject matter sought to be patented and the prior art are such that the 
subject matter as a whole would have been obvious at the time the invention was made to a person having ordinary skill 
in the art to which said subject matter pertains. Patentability shall not be negatived by the manner in which the 
invention was made. 

4. The factual inquiries set forth in Graham v. John Deere Co,, 383 U.S. 1, 148 USPQ 459 
(1966), that are applied for establishing a background for determining obviousness under 35 

U.S.C. 103(a) are summarized as follows: 

« 

1 . Determining the scope and contents of the prior art. 

2. Ascertaining the differences between the prior art and the claims at issue. 

3. Resolving the level of ordinary skill in the pertinent art. 

4. Considering objective evidence present in the application indicating obviousness 
or nonobviousness. 

5. Claim (12) is rejected under 35 U.S.C. 103(a) as being unpatentable over Gondek et al. 
US 2003/0026495 Al in view of Roth US 5,805,236. 
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Regarding claim 12 Gondek discloses a system as claimed in claim 1 further comprising a user 
control means (158) for selecting weighting parameters and/or acting on the user operator (10) 
and/or the selection unit (40) (see Gondek par. 0016-0022, 0024-0027, and 0049). Gondek fails 
to disclose a medical examination apparatus comprising a display system and means to acquire 
the image data as claimed in claim 1 . However, Roth does disclose use of a medical examination 
apparatus and display for the gathering of d-dimensional input image data (see Roth figure 1 
item 38 for a display device and col. 2 lines 37-56 which describe use of at least the following 
medical imaging modalities: a magnetic resonance imaging (MRI) system, an ultrasound (US) 
device, a computer aided tomography (SSEffl system or any other medical or non-medical 
digital imaging systems that images an object of interest. Therefore it would have been obvious 
to a person having ordinary skill in the image processing arts to combine Gondek' s 
multidimensional image filtering system with Roth's various medical imaging modalities to 
arrive at a probabilistic, feature-sensitive, medical image filtering system with a display. 
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Examiner's Note 

6. The referenced citations made in the rejection(s) above are intended to exemplify areas in 
the prior art document(s) in which the examiner believed are the most relevant to the claimed 
subject matter. However, it is incumbent upon the applicant to analyze the prior art document(s) 
in its/their entirety since other areas of the document(s) may be relied upon at a later time to 
substantiate examiner's rationale of record. A prior art reference must be considered in its 
entirety, i.e., as a whole, including portions that would lead away from the claimed invention. 
W.L. Gore & associates. Inc. v. Garlock, Inc. , 721 F.2d 1540, 220 USPQ 303 (Fed. Cir. 1983), 
cert, denied, 469 U.S. 851 (1984). However, "the prior art's mere disclosure of more than one 
alternative does not constitute a teaching away from any of these alternatives because such 
disclosure does not criticize, discredit, or otherwise discourage the solution claimed...." In re 
Fulton , 391 F.3d 1 195, 1201, 73 USPQ2d 1141,1 146 (Fed. Cir. 2004). 
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Contact 

7. . Any inquiry concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Steve Koziol whose telephone number is (571) 270-1844. The 
examiner can normally be reached on M - alt. F 8:00-5:30 EST. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's supervisor, 
Samir Ahmed can be reached at (571) 272-7413 . Customer Service can be reached at (571) 
272-2600. The fax number for the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned 
is (571)273-7332. 

Information regarding the status of an application may be obtained from the Patent Application 
Information Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status information for published applications may be 
obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. Status information for unpublished 
applications is available through Private PAIR only. For more information about the PAIR 
system, see http://pair-direct.uspto.gov. Should you have questions on access to the Private PAIR 
system, contact the Electronic Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). 

/Stephen R Koziol/ 

Desk: (571) 270-1844 
Fax: (571) 270-2844 
Stephen . Koziol @uspto 




